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Introduction

What is a middle school? What is its present
status? What are its prospects for the seventies? In
order to obtain reliable information concerning these
important questions, we recently launched a nation-
wide survey cf the middle school movement with
funds supplied by Chicago State College.

Partial surveys of the middle school have been made
by the Educzticinali Research Service, Gruhn and
Douglass, Cuff, and others.’"2:3 The results of a
full-length study were reported by Alexander in July,
1968.4 His findings were based on a random sample
of 110 middle schools. He defined a middle school as
one having three to five grades, including grades 6 and
7. In 1968, Gruhn and Douglass sent a questionnaire
to 396 6-8 schools with an enrollment of 300 or more
pupils.® The reference in their findings to a median
pupil-counselor ratio of 1:500 for the hundreds of
schools represented in the study was particularly
significant in view of the heavy emphasis in the
literature on the need for intensifying the counseling
function in the new middle schools. Cuff reported
contacting 36 state departments of education and
other sources for his study of the middle school.® He
defined a middle school as having grades 6 and 7 and
not extending below grade 4 or above grade 8.7 The
Educational Research Service has made several middle
school surveys since 1963 with somewhat limited
results.? Except for the Alexander and Gruhn and
Douglass studies, the remaining studies merely
confirmed the existence of a trend toward reorganiza-
tion of the intermediate grades of the elementary
school. On the other hand, Alexander attempted to
develop baseline data concerning the origins,

numbers, curriculum, organization, and operation of
existing middle schools. His study disclosed few
departures from conventional practices among middle

schools.9

The present survey has gone beyond earlier ones in
the following respects:

1. It sought to reach, by means of a mail question-
naire, all schools in the United States that were

presumed to be middle schools.

For purposes of comparison, questionnaires were
also sent to stratified random samples of junior
high schools and elementary schools.

Proceeding on the supposition that a key factor
that might distinguish middle schools from other
intermediate-type grade organizations is the ex-
tent to which middle school administrators,
teachers, and counselors offer support to stu-
dents, and borrowing in part from Gruhn and
Douglass, who secured counselor-pupil ratios
at respondents’ schoois, pupil-teacher, pupil-
ccunselor, and pupil-administrator ratios were
obtained for all respondent schools.’©
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co-curricular experiences for which they are said to
be developmentally unprepared is the major challenge
which middle school educators must face. This can
best be accomplished, so the argument goes, by means
of the '’school within a school” plan, with emphasis
on the individualization of instruction, flexible sched-
uling, the inquiry and discovery methods, indepen-
dent study, team teaching, seminars, learning resource
centers, extensive counseling, intramural athletics,
and in-school, daytime social activities.!?

Specifically, the questionnaire sought information
relative to pupil-support by administrators, teachers,
and counselors, class schedules, discipline, study
arrangements, athletic and social activities, and
exploratory course offerings. A particularly crucial
question, Question 12a and 12b, required the respon-
dent to determine whether his school had “‘arrived”’
in terms of the middle school philosophy, was moving
toward the middle school concept, or simply did not
belong. The question was intended to give the
respondent the oppoitunity to assess the performance
of his school in terms of his own conception of what
the middle school seeks to accomplish rather than on
the basis of a ready-made frame of reference. Ques-
tion 11, which requires the respondent to identify the
organizational structure which his school most closely
resembles, seems to be answered in the title cf the
school in the address section of the questionnaire
form, but in terms of the responses we received to
this question this was quite often not the case.

It was anticipated that a model middie school would
fit the following specifications:

1. It would have a grade span which would include

grades 6-8, but sometimes, also, grade 5.

2. 1t would have at least 1 counselor for every 200
students, 1 administrator for every 400 students,

and 1 teacher for every 19 students.

It would have a learning resource center and study
carrels.

It would have flexible scheduling, an independent
study program, and student seminars.

5. It would train pupils in problem-solving and
discovery techniques.

6. It would have a broad and imaginative array of
exploratory courses.

7. It would emphasize intramural rather than inter-
scholastic athletics,

8. It would shun after-school social dancing and

proms,
Findings of the Study

The total number of middle schools as shown in
Table 1 both by region and by state was 1,696 (but
this total would be scaled down to 1,294 if the
Alexander criteria were followed). Region 5, the
midwestern tier of states, leads the nation in number
of middle schools. Region 9, on the West Coast,
occupies second place. An important difference be-
tween these two regions is that for the latter, a single
state, California, accounts for better than 80 percent
of all the middle schools in this region, whereas for
the Midwest, lllinois, Michigan, and Ohio each have
more than 100 schools. By whatever standards are
applied, it is apparent that the number of middle

Q
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the large number of schools with typical middle
school grades which have not adopted the title
“middle school.”” It may be, as one source states, that
not all 5-8 or 6-8 school principals consider their
schools to be middle schools, but it is fair to assume
that the very fact that these particular grades were
singled out for reorganization indicates the presence
of some underlying notions about the needs of child-
ren in these age groups.!®

Tables 5-7 summarize the results of attempting to
determine whether the degree of staff support of
pupils by administrators, counselors, and teachers
might serve as a measuring rod of adherence to the
middle school philosophy. In designing these tables
an attempt was made to gather data on the following
questions:

1. What are the ratios of administrators, counselors,

and teachers to pupils in middle schoals?

2. How do these ratios compare with the correspon-

ding ratios for other types of schools?

It was assumed that if the middle school is truly
unique with respect to pupil support, this should be
reflected in significantly more favorable pupil-
administrator, pupil-counselor, and pupil-teacher
ratios than for other types of schools,

As Table 5 shows, the elementary (“Other”) and 7-8
categories adhere most closely to the arbitrarily set
optimum pupil-administrator ratic of one adminis-
trator for every 400 pupils or less. The remaining
types of grade organization report a rate of con-
formity which hovers around the 50 percent mark. In
this connection, the 5-9 and 6-9 junior high schools
are only about four percentage points behind the
middle school organizations. Apparently, the pupil-
administrator yardstick does nct at this time distin-
guish significantly between these two types of school
organizations. Incidentally, the probability that
chance sampling errors could explain the results for
this and most other tables is substantially less than
one percent when the chi square test and the Yates’
correction for small expected frequencies are applied.

Table 6 furnishes the necessary data relevani to
pupil-counselor ratios. The most striking aspect of
this data is the relatively large proportion of schools
reporting the absence of any professional counseling
personnel. This is understandable for the ‘‘Other”
category, with its heavy representation of conven-
tional elementary schools. However, if we are to
include the 4-7 and 4-8 schools in the middle school
category, it would be difficult to reconcile such a de-
cision with the fact that about 60 percent of all these
schools report not having a single counselor. In this
respect, this group of schools shares the ‘also ran”
honors with the ‘“Other” category. It is also quite
noteworthy that by far the smallest proportion of
counselorless schools are to be found among the
schools which include the 9th grade in their organi-
zation. It is, of course, possible that many of the
counselors in these schools furnish vocational guid-
ance rather than other forms of assistance to stu-
dents,
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enroll as many as 601-800 students. Also noteworthy
are the rather favorable support ratios among the
schools which enroll larger numbers of students, up
to the 1,200 mark. It may be that sheer size and/or
availability of funds have a great bearing on the
magnitude of the pupil-administrator ratio than do
philosophical considerations.

The pupil-counselor ratios in Table 9 reinforce the
impression that schools with large enrollments tend
to offer greater pupil support than schools with small
enrollments. For example, the proportion of schools
which report that they have no counselors is very
laige for the smallest schools and starts to level off at
the 401-600 enroliment mark. It continues to decline
with every step advance in enrollment figures.
Concurrently, beyond the 601-800 enrofiment figure,
more than one-third of the schools report pupil-
counselor ratios of 1:401-600. Perhaps, as Alexander
reports, the teacher-counselor affords ample coun-
seling support without the need for extensive
supplementation of his efforts by professional
counselors.'” The limiting factor, of course, is that
few middle school teachers have been trained to
assume guidance roles.

This dichotomy in support ratios for large and small
schools does not apply to pupil-teacher ratios (see
Table 10). For all enroliment categories the largest
proportion of schools report ratios of 20-25 pujils
per teacher. These are undoubtedly fairly exact
ratios, since the questions which were the basis for
these ratios merely required supplying separate totals
for enrollment and numbers of teachers. This is
likewise true of the pupil-counselor and the
pupil-administrator ratios. Although these rather
favorable pupil-teacher ratios for all types of schools
meet the specifications laid down for junior high
schools by the North Central Asscciation Quarterly,
it is difficult to reconcile them with widely-quoted
data relating to overloaded teachers in large urban
school systems.!8

In perspective, the data in Tables 8-10 seem to bsar
out the contention that pupil-administrator and
pupil-counselor ratios vary directly with size of
schools, the larger schools generally having more
favorable ratios than the smaller schools. However, as
we have seen, this is not the case for pupil-teacher
ratios. At any rate, inasmuch as only small
percentages of schools report enrollments of 200 or
less students, the absence of any significant
differences in pupil support between middle and
non-middle schools cannot be linked to differences in
size of pupil enrollment.

Most of the data which follow relate to certain
important aspects of day-to-day school operations,
including responsibility for discipline, time schedules,
study arrangements, exploratory offerings, athletic
programs, and social activities, as well as more basic
questions dealing with organizational philosophy and
self-concept.

One question that yielded unusual results required
the respondent to identify the individual or
individuals in the school organization who bore the
primary responsibility for discipline. In the course of
visits to @ number of middle schools in lllinois and
Indiana, the authors learned that the principals of
those schools which seemed to have higher standards
took pride in the fact that their counseling staffs were
relieved of the need to handle routine disciplinary
cases that were referred by harried teachers. For this
reason, a question on discipline was included in our
questionnaire for the purpose of gauging the extent
to which other school organizations were following a
similar practice, particularly since the two leading
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schools have complete departmentalization, regardless
of the pupils’ grade level, and relatively few schools
attempt to ease the pupils’ transition from the fifth
and sixth grades into the departmentalized program.
This group of pupils is probably worse off than if

they had remained in their home elementary schools, |

since they seem to be “betwixt the devil and the
deep.”

Table 13 reexamines the schcduling data in Table 12
from the perspective of school enrollment size.
Although the Carnegie unit dies quite slowly in both
middle and non-middle schools, Table 13 does suggest
the existence of a slight relationship between size of
enrollment and propensity to experiment with more
streamlined scheduling patterns. Apparently, the
largest proportion of adherents to the traditional
schedule are those schools which enroll the fewest
number of students, Perhaps financial considerations
prevent these schools from making extensive
purchases of some of the types of equipment which
usually accompany the newer scheduling arrange-
ments. However, these schools comprise only a small
proportion of-all middle schools. At any rate, the link
betyreen the type of schedule and size of enrollment
is so unsubstantial that it can be ignored for all
practical purposes.

As we have already noted, flexible programming is
the exception rather than the rule among the schools
represented in this study. Yet, in the present
emergent state of the middle school movement, it is
possible that performance may sometimes lag behind
intentions. A clue to the intentions of school
administrators with respecc to innovative program-
ming lies in the provisions for study at their schools.

Study halls and supervised study suggest one kind of
program; learning resource centers, seminars, and
independent study arrangements suggest quite a
different kind.

Provisions for study are summarized in Table 14,
About 30 percent of all schools reported that they
had exclusively traditional study provisions. Only 25
percent had exclusively modern study provisions. A
total of 55 percent of all respondents stated that
they have traditional and/or modern provisions for
study. Apparently, then, a safe generalization from
these data is that a// types of school organizations are
moving in the direction of installing modern study
provisicns, and more than one-half of the respondents
already have such provisions. The reader should, of
course, note that middle schools are not in the
forefront of this movement. They are merely moving
with the tide.

Whether or not one can truly equate the kind of
performance related to study provisions with the
intention to sweep away traditional programming
only time will tell. Some school administrators may
indeed be getting ready to make the big change to
innovative programming. Others may feel that they
can salvage the Carnegie unit, while at the same time
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for 7-9 schools, 36 percent for 4-7 and 4-8 schools,
and 31 percent for 5-9 and 6-9 schools. Forty percent
of all 5-7 through 6-8 schools have both inter-
scholastic and intramural athletics, the latter
probably for pupils in grade 5 and/or grade 6. Slightly
less than one-third of these schools have only
intramural athletics. Although these schools seem-
ingly cast a heavy vote for interscholastic athletics,

their intramural athletic programs enjoy a lead of |

nearly 13 percent over the 7-9 schools. However,
both 7-8, and 4-7 and 4-8 schools have an even larger
lead over junior high schools than do the middle
schools, and the performance of the 59 and 69
schools is close to that of the junior high schools in
this respect. Thus, there is no clear indication that the
5-7 through 6-8 schools have a commanding lead over
other intermediate grade schools in the extent of
their adherence to intramural athletic programs.

Social activities in intermediate grade organizations
follow a pattern which all too closely resembles that
of athletic programs. As Table 18 indicates, although
the proportion of schools of all types, including 7-9
schools, which report that they have proms and social
dancing (“adult’” social activities) is encouragingly
small, this is more than counterbalanced by the
proportions of different types of schools which
report having both adult and multipurpose social
activities. Once more, as with the athletic programs,
this suggests that proms and social dancing are
reserved for older students. Data from the peripheral
schools reflect conflicting trends. The 5-9 and 69
schools report having this type of sccial program
much more often than the 5-7 through 6-8 schools.

On the other hand, the 4-7 and 4-8 schools report the
smallest percentage of schools having both types of
social programs.

Are there any unifying threads running through these
data? What can we deduce concerning the 5-7
through 6-8 schools? And what of the veripheral
schools, which include either grade 4 or grade 9, and
which are so often bunched with 5-7 through 6-8
schools? Do they bear a sufficiently strong family
resemblance to the latter to justify treating them as

members of a single class? Are the 7-8 schools more

like typical junior high schools or middle schools?
Are middle schools, per se, the answer to the alleged
weaknesses of the typical 7-9 school? Are they giving
intermediate-age pupils the kind of instructional pro-
gram described in the North Central Association
guidelines for junior high schools and/or middle
schools? To find answers to these crucial questions,
the data presented up to this point need to be
synthesized.

We have already seen that the three ratios of pupil
support, namely, the pupil-administrator, pupil-
counselor, and pupil-teacher ratios, do not distinguish
clearly among the various types of intermediate grade
schools (Table 5-10). Likewise, the data on discipline
in Table 11 and on foreign-language offerings in Table
16 are too one-sided to be of any value. There does
seem to be some slight relationship between size of
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substantial shift among these schools away from adult
type social affairs, they should then be categorized in
some other way.

However, for all types of intermediate grade schools,
the problem of classification is somewhat compli-
cated because, as we have seen so many of these
schools have names which indicate that, at least
officially, they are junior high schools, intermediate
schools, and the like, rather than middle schools, per
se. If we are to decide on middle school membership
purely in accordance with official school desig-
nations, then according to Table 4, we would have to
say that there are altogether 350 middle schools in
the United States. In addition, only 27 out of 450
seventh through eighth grade schools, and 12 out of
89 fourth through seventh and fourth through eighth
grade schools would qualify as middle schools. Yet,
the North Central Association guidelines are appar-
ently intended to apply to toth middle and junior
high schools. (Although the introductory portions of
the North Central statement make no reference to
middle schools, at the bottom of the second page,
page 186, there is the one and only reference to ““the
junior high school or middle school.”25 The
statement then proceeds to outline a series of
standards, which, for all intents and purposes, are
recognizable as middle school standards. it would

seem to us that by setting these standards the North
Central Association is endeavoring to pull all junior
high schools up to the standards which are described
in the literature for the middle schools. In a real
sense, then, future accreditation of junior high
schools becomes contingent upon the extent to which
they adhere to middle school specifications. Thisisa
highly realistic approach, since what really matters is
not the label on the bottle, but what the bottle
contains.

Two very interesting questions in this survey which
we believed might contribute to a resolution of the
dilemma just described, required respondents to state
first, what organizational structure they thought their
schools most closely represented (Question 11)-and,
secondly, whether they believed that their schools
were actuelly operating under a middle school
program or were merely moving in that direction
{(Question 12), Question 11 was intended to elicit the

extent respondents believed that the type of school

organization described in the names of the schools
corresponded with their perceptions of the school’s
organizational structure. It might be surmised that,
for all intents and purposes, a high degree of
correspondence would be indicated. But, as Table 20
demonstrates, this was not inevitably the case.
Although respondents from the self-styled middle
schools answered Question 11 in this vein (the degree
of correspondence was 85 percent) there was a great
deal of variation in the responses of principals from
other types of schools. Further analysis of the data in
Table 20 indicates, close to 58 percent of all
junior high school respondents perceived no signifi-
cant difference between the school title and their

Q
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Putting together the two types of responses yields a
more meaningful impression of the stance of these
schools vis-a-vis the middle school than if they are
considered separately. When seen in this light, we
note the strikingly similar proportions of plus votes
among the 4-7 and 4:8 and the 5-7 through 6-8 types
of grade organization. Although the plus votes among
the 5-9 and 6-9 schools are considerably less, they
constitute about two-thirds of all schools in this
category, and they exceed the plus votes of the 7-8
contingetit by a comfortable margin. This reinforces
the observation that the reported propensity to
identify with the middle school philosophy and
program should not be confused with the extent of
actual identification, as measured by such important
factors as flexible class schedules, innovative study
provisions, intramural athletics, and nonadult social
activities. No doubt, with the passing of time, if this
urge to identify with the middle school is sufficiently
potent, it will be translated into actions which follow
these and other middle school guidelines more
closely.

Summary

This survey was designed to identify those character-
istics which set the middle school apart from other
types of school organization. Although in the early
stages of a new movement some confusion concerning
its philosophy and program is inevitable, middle
schools have now entered their third decade, and a
situation still exists in which there is a bewildering
variety of notions concerning the guidelines that
should be utilized in determining whether or not a
school is a middle school.

A questionnaire was designed, a copy of which
appears in the Appendix of this report. This
instrument was intended to elicit certain types of
information which the literature on the imiddle school

identify as germane to this type of investigation.
Thus, responses to Question 3, which deals with
school personnel, were used to assess student-support
levels in terms of pupil-administrator, pupil-
counselor, and pupil-teacher ratios. Questions 5-10
yielded data by means of which we were able to
gauge the extent to which respondent schools were
providing ‘“‘an intellectually-responsible, needs-
centered, guidance-oriented, exploration-conscious
program of learning,” to quote the language of the
North Central Association “Statement of Princi-
ples.”26 These questions related to class schedules
primary responsibility for discipline, study provisions,
athletic programs, social activities, and exploratory
offerings. Questions 11 and 12 called on respondents
to identifv the type of organizational structure of
their schools and to indicate whether they believed
that their schools were actually functioning as middle

schools or were leaning in this direction.

The questionnaire was sent to all schools in the
United States, regardless of grade level, whose names
included the words “middle school,” to other
self-styled intermediate, central, upper elementary,
and senior elementary schools which could conceiva-
bly be middile schools, to those schools, regardless of
school title, with two to five grades, including grades
6 and 7, starting with grade 4 and continuing through
grade 8, and io stratified random samples of 275
elementary and 91 seventh through ninth junior high

Q
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Implications

A careful reading of this report should suggest a
number of opportunities for fruitful research,
including the following:

1.

2.

Desirability of including the fourth grade with
typical middle school grades in a school.

Desirability of including the ninth grade with
typical middle school grades in a school.

In-depth studies of 7-8 school organizations and
their place in the middle school movement.

Effectiveness of integrated vs. non- or partially-
integrated middle schools.

Feasibility of establishing a National Association
of Middle Schools.
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TABLE 2
REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF MIDDLE SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS
Enroliment
Range 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total %
200 and less 24 3 7 1 29 .aw. 23 6 13 149 8.7
201-400 28 29 26 18 1M 34 68 17 56 387 2258
401-600 28 58 32 25 115 13 41 7 90 409 24.1
691-800 24 46 23 23 102 6 23 3 114 364 215
801-1000 12 27 14 7 51 3 18 3 63 198 117
1001-1200 3 17 1 4 16 1 15 0 27 94 656
Over 1200 6 29 11 1 9 2 13 0 9 80 47
*Other 13 2 9
TOTALS - 138 - 209 1249 79 433 103 201 36 372 1696
*Enroliment data unavailable for these schools.
TABLE 3
MIDDLE SCHOOL AND NON-MIDDLE
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY GRADES
4-7 and 5-7 through 59 and
Enroliment 4-8 6-8 7-8 69 79 ~ Other
Range No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % Total %
200 and tess 7 79 9% 84 50 11.1 1 2.1 4 49 30 127 188 9.2
201-400 30 337 267 234 93 20.7 5 104 13 158 86 36.3 494 24.1
401-600 21 236 289 253 93 20.7 8 166 11 134 61 25.7 483 236
601-800 25 281 228 20.0 111 246 12 250 19 232 38 16.0 433 211
801-1000 3 34 136 119 57 127 9 188 12 146 13 55 230 11.2
Above 1000 3 33 126 11.0 46 10.2 13 2741 23 28.1 9 38 220 108
TOTALS 89 1142 450 48 82 237 2048
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TABLE 6
RATIO OF PUPILS TO COUNSELORS
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION
4-7 and 5-7 through 5-9 and

ﬂ:_um_m Per 4-8 6-8 7-8 6-9 7-9 Other

Counselor No. % No. % No. % No. % - No. % No. % Total %
200 and less 3 34 34 30 20 44 - - 2 24 23 97 82 4.0
201-400 11 123 220 193 130 28.9 15 313 28 34.2 10 4.2 414 201
401-600 7 79 260 228 99 220 17 354 26 317 15 6.3 424 20.7
601-800 11 124 140 122 53 11.8 5 104 11 134 13 55 233 114
Over 800 4 45 119 104 38 8.4 6 125 8 9.8 14 5.9 189 9.3
None 53 595 369 323 110 245 5 104 7 85 162 684 706 34.5

TOTALS 89 1142 450 48 82 237 2048
TABLE 7
RATIO OF PUPILS TO TEACHERS
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION
4-7 and 5-7 through 5-9and

Pupils Per 4-8 6-8 7-8 6-9 79 Other

Teacher No. % Neo. % No. % No. % No. % No. % Total %
13 and less 3 34 34 29 19 42 - - 14 49 2 8 62 3.1
14-19 10 11.2 270 236 116 25.8 14 29.2 19 23.2 16 6.8 445 21.7
20-25 42 472 554 435 213 473 25 521 42 51.2 134 565 1010 493
26-31 29 326 260 229 101 225 8 dm._u 17 20.7 73 30.8 488 23.8
32 and above 5 5.6 24 21 1 2 1 20 - - 12 5.1 43 21

TOTALS 89 1142 450 48 82 237 2048
N~
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TABLE 10
RATIO OF PUPILS TO TEACHERS
BY PUPIL ENROLLMENT
Pubils 200 or 201- 401- 601- 801- 1001- Over
. 1“”,_ : less 400 600 800 1000 1200 1200
Teacher No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % Total %
. 19 or less 72 383 1562 308 115 238 78 18.0 37 1641 25 210 28 27.7 507 24.8
20-25 86 457 223 451 237 491 224 517 123 535 64 538 53 525 1010 493
26 and above 30 160 119 241 131 271 131 303 70 304 30 25.2 20 19.8 531 259
TOTALS 188 494 483 433 230 119 101 2048
TABLE 11
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR DISCIPLINE
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION
4-7 and 5-7 through 5-9and
Primary 4-8 6-8 7-8 69 79 Other
Responsibility No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % Total %
Principal or
5 . Assistant
: Principal 75 843 995 87.1 392 87.1 36 75.0 74 903 180 76.0 1752 855
: Counseling
Staff 1 1.1 25 2.2 12 2.7 5 104 1 1.2 2 8 46 23
Others 13 146 122 107 46 10.2 7 146 7 8.5 55 23.2 250 122
TOTALS 89 1142 450 48 82 237 2048
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TABLE 14
STUDY PROVISIONS
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION
5-7 through 59 and
6-8 7-8 69 7-9 Other

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % Total %

3256 284 148 329 18 3756 29 354 82 346 630 30.7

268 235 123 273 11 229 12 146 76 321 512 250

393 344 122 271 14 29.2 31 379 38 16.0 628 30.7

156 13.7 87 127 5 104 10 121 a1 173 278 136

1142 450 48 82 237 2048
TABLE 15
STUDY PROVISIONS
BY PUPIL ENROLLMENT

201- 401- 601- 801- 1001- Qver

400 600 800 1000 1200 1200
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % Total %
187 378 151 313 116 26.8 42 183 24 20.2 13 129 630 30.8
106 215 114 236 116 268 72 313 35 294 32 317 512 250
146 296 154 319 145 335 80 348 35 294 31 307 628 306

5 11.1 64 13.2 56 129 36 156 25 210 25 247 278 13.6

494 483 433 230 119 101 2048
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TABLE 18
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION
4-7 and 5-7 through 59 and
Social 4-8 6-8 7-8 69 79 Other
Activities No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % Total %
Multi-
purpose . 33 371 398 349 101 225 12 250 18 220 118 498 680 33.2
Adult 4 45 135 118 79 178 8 16.7 10 122 9 38 245 11.9
Combination 34 382 473 414 234 519 23 479 47 573 45 190 856 418
None 18 202 136 119 36 80 5 104 7 85 65 274 ) 267 1341
TOTALS 89 450 1142 48 82 237 2048
TABLE 19
PERCENTAGE EXTENT OF CONFORMITY
TO MIDDLE SCHOOL STANDARDS
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION
Type of 5-7 through 5-9 and
Standard 4-7and 4-8 6-8 78 6-9 79 Other
Flexible 5.6 8.1 6.7 10.4 24 10.1
Scheduling
Modern Study 24.7 235 2723 22.9 146 321
Provisions
Intramural 348 321 36.4 20.8 19.5 51.9
Athletics
Nonadult
Social 3741 34.9 22.5 25.0 22,0 498
Activities

O
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TABLE 22
ORGANIZATIONAL STATUS
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION
4-7 and 5-7 through 5-9and
48 6-8 7-8 6-9 79 Other
No. % No. %  No. % _ No. % No. % _ No. % Total %
Has a middle
school program 30 337 514 450 107 238 10 209 16 195 42 17.7 719 354
Doesn't have a
middle school
program 24 27.0 188 165 200 44.4 16 333 45 549 110 46.4 583 285
Moving toward
a middle school
program 35 393 440 385 143 318 22 458 21 256 85 35.9 746 364
TOTALS 89 1142 450 48 82 237 2048
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FOOTNOTES

1 Research Division, NEA, Educational Research
Service Circular No. 3 (19656), Middle Schools.
{Mimeographed).

ERS Reporter {1968),
Grade Organization Patterns.

ERS Circular No. 2
(1969), Middle Schools in Action.

2Gruhn, William T. and Harl R. Douglass, A Survey
of Practices in Junior High School Education.
{Mimeographed). )

3Cuff, William A., "“Middle Schools on the March,”
NASSP Bulletin, Vol. 51 (February, 1967), 82-86.

4 Alexander, William M., A Survey of Organizational

Patterns of Reorganized Middle Schools. United
States Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare, Office of Education, July, 1968.
(Mimeographed).

5Gruhn and Douglass, op. cit.
8 cuff, op. cit.
7 Ibid.

8Research Division, NEA, Educational Research
Service Circular No. 2, No. 3, and ERS Reporter,
1968, op. cit.

2 Alexander, op cit.
12Gruhn and Douglass, op cit.

T1Committee on Junior High_School Education,
NEA, “Recommended Grades in Junior High or
Middle Schools,” NASSP Bulletin, - Vol. 51
(February, 1967), 68-69.

12 Alexander, op. cit., p. 1. Cuff, op. cit., p. 82.
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13Moss, Theodore C., Middle School (New York:
Houghton, Mifflin Co., 1969), p. 121.

14See, for instance, Alexander, William M. and
Ronald P. Kealy, “From Junior High School to
Middle School,” High School Journal, Vol. 53
(December, 1969}, 151-163; Bough, Max, "“The-
oretical and Practical Aspects of the Middle
School,” NASSP Bulletin, Vol. 563 (March, 1969},
8-13; Brinkman, Albert R., “We Call It The Middle
School,” PTA Magazine, Vol. 62 {June, 1968),
12-14. ,

15 Alexander, op cit., p. 12.

16 Research Division, NEA, ERS Circular No. 2, op
cit., 2.

17 Alexander, William M. et al., The Emergent Middle
School (New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston,
1968), p. 62.

18 North Centra! Association Quarterly, ‘‘Policies,
Principles, and Standards for the Approval of
Junior High Schools,” Vol. 44 {Summer, 1969), p.
191. .

18 Alexander et al, op. cit., p. 168. Moss, op. cit.,
Moss, op. cit., p. 180.

20 Alexander et al., op. cit., pp. 80-81.

2% /bid., p. 105.

22 North Central Association Quarterly, op. cit., p.
190.

235anders, Stanley G., “Challengé of the Middle
mo:oo_\. Educational Forum, Vol. 22 (January,
1968), 194, ,

24 North Central Association Quarterly, op. cit., p.
190.

25 /pid., p. 185.
28 fbid.
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